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PERTH ROYAL SHOW — CANCELLATION 

579. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I acknowledge the difficult announcement yesterday regarding the cancellation of the Perth Royal Show. Will the 
Premier commit to working with the Royal Agricultural Society of Western Australia to ensure that any fixed or 
unrecoverable costs for the Perth Royal Show, and any regional shows impacted by delays in introducing phase 5 
restrictions, are supported by the state government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Obviously what happened yesterday was very regrettable and was not our 
preferred course of action. We announced in early July that the Royal Show would go ahead, but obviously 
circumstances changed, particularly in Victoria and New South Wales, which necessitated the decision we made 
yesterday, based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer. When I called the head of the Royal Agricultural 
Society yesterday morning to advise him of the decision, I committed the government to working with the RAS to 
help mitigate its losses. We will work through that process with the RAS. I have authorised the head of the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Mr Ralph Addis, to get in touch with the Royal Agricultural 
Society, and indeed Hon Alannah MacTiernan will be involved in that process as well. We originally allocated 
$2.1 million towards supporting the Royal Show, so that funding, including a Lotterywest component, is there and 
will no doubt assist, but it is obviously terrible for many people. I watched the news last night and saw some 
farmers who are unhappy about what has occurred, so I understand that, and I commit to continuing the process 
of working together. 
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